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Ohlédnuti zpét
Vernisaz vystavy k 60. vyroci vyhlazeni
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A look back ’
Ueastnici pracuji ve workshopech, v ramci kterych

Illhe opening o' an exhihitinn ma'king maji moznost se seznamit peimo S einnosti

Dne 8. beezna 2004 probihla od 14 hodin ve
foyer Muzea ghetta vernisaz k vystavi ,,Terezinsky
rodinny tabor“. Za peitomnosti mnoha hostu
a pami tniku na udalosti peed Sedesati lety pronesli
uvodni slovo eeditel Pamatniku Terezin, dr. Jan Munk
a ¢len Terezinské iniciativy Pavel Werner, ktery sam
vyhlazovaci tabor v Osvi timi peezil. Mluvené slovo
doprovodilo hudbou Klarovo kvarteto.

Vernisaz vystavy o terezinském rodinném tabore

An opening ceremony for the exhibition about the ,, Terezin Family
Camp

Koncert Bente Kahan v pidnim divadle
byvalych Magdeburskych kasaren

Po vernisazi se vSichni peesunuli do prostor
pudniho divadla byvalych Magdeburskych kasaren,
kde se u pdlezitosti vernisaze vyse zmininé vystavy
konalo vystoupeni norské umilkyni Bente Kahan.
Pani Kahan zde peedstavila basni ni mecké basnieky
Ilse Weber, ktera pochézela z Vitkovic. V ghettu, kde
pusobila jako ditska sestra, byla viznina od unora
1942 a zahynula v Osvi timi v djnu 1944. Bente Kahan
jeji basni zhudebnila a vytvola z nich velmi poutavé
vystoupeni. Basni chronologicky mapuji ruzné
udalosti z historie ghetta.

Koncert Bente Kahan, piidni divadlo byvalych Magdeburskych kasaren
Concert of Bente Kahan, the Attic theatre of the former Magdeburk
Barracks

Pedagogické seminaie v bieznu 2004

V beeznu 2004 se konaly v Praze a v Pamatniku
Terezin dalSi dva seminaee pro pedagogy ,Jak
vyueovat o holocaustu®. O tUeast na seminaa byl
v tomto roce obrovsky zdjem. Nakonec se jich
zueastnilo 114 ¢eskych pedagogu, avsak dalSich
sedmdesat jsme museli pro tento rok kvuli kapaciti
ubytovani odmitnout. Budou ale v pdpadi zajmu
zagazeni peednostni na semindaee v roce 2005.

V ramci programu se Ueastnici seznamuji
s historii zidovského osidleni u nas, s poeatky
antisemitismu, psychologickymi dopady genocidy na
potomky peezivsich. Velka eéast programu je vi novana
samotnému holocaustu, mistu terezinského ghetta
v tzv. ,koneéném eeSeni zidovské otazky“; do
programu je zaeazena i problematika genocidy Romu.

di lavaciho oddi leni Pamatniku Terezin.
the 60" anniversary of the i .

extermination of the Terezin family
camp at Auschwitz II - Birkenau

At 2 pm on March 8", 2004, the opening of the
“Terezin family camp” exhibition took place in the
foyer of the Ghetto Museum. The introductory words
were given, in the presence of many guests and those
recalling the events of sixty years ago, by the director
of the Terezin Memorial, Jan Munk, and Pavel Werner
of the Terezin Initiative, who himself survived the
Auschwitz extermination camp. Their words were
accompanied by music from the Klara Quartet.
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Pedagogicky seminar, prohlidka byvalého ghetta
Pedagogical seminar, the guided tour of the former ghetto

Noveé publikace PT

Od poeatku roku 2004 je mozno v prodejnach
Pamatniku Terezin zakoupit dvi nové publikace
pablizujici historii terezinskych represivnich zaeizeni.

Prvni z nich, ,, Terezin-mista utrpeni a hrdin-
stvi“ mapuje osudy vi znice v Malé pevnosti jak peed
2. svitovou valkou, tak i v dobi existence policejni
vi znice gestapa od roku 1940. Dale je zde zachycena
historie terezinského ghetta, zalozeného v samotném
misti Terezin, a koncentraéniho
tabora v Litomi dicich. Eést knihy je
vinovana i povaleénym letum
Terezina. V knize najdete 26 barev-
nych a 119 ¢ernobilych fotografii
a reprodukci. Je mozno ji zakoupit
v ¢eeské, anglické, nimecké a fran-
couzské verzi.

Vystava o terezinském rodinném tabore
The exhibition about the ,, Terezin Family Camp *

Nova publikace Pamatniku Terezin ,, Terezin -Mista utrpeni a hrdinstvi”
New publication of the Terezin Memorial “Terezin - Places of Suffering
and Braveness”

A concert by Bente Kahan in the attic
theatre of the former Magdeburg
Barracks

Publikace ,,Terezin v ‘koneéném oeSeni Zidovské
otazky” 1941 - 1945 je pruvodcem stalou expozici
Muzea ghetta v Terezini. Je zde pablizena historie
samotné terezinské pevnosti a také i cesta k zalozeni
Muzea ghetta v roce 1991. Nasledovni kniha jako
spravny pruvodce provazi etenaee jednotlivymi east-
mi expozic v pedzemia v prvnim patee.
Kazdé éasti expozice je vinovan text
bohati doplniny barevnymi a ¢erno-
bilymi fotografiemi exponatu (na 136
stranach celkem 168). Kniha je k do-
stani v ¢eské, anglické a nimecké
verzi.

After the opening, all present moved to the attic
theatre of the former Magdeburg Barracks, where the
exhibition opening was marked by a performance by
Norse artiste Bente Kahan of poems by the German
poetess Ilse Weber, who came from Vitkovice;
imprisoned in the Ghetto, where she served as a
paediatric nurse, from February 1942, she died at
Auschwitz in October 1944. Bente Kahan set the
poems to music, creating a spellbinding event. The
poems are a chronological map of various events in the
history of the Ghetto.
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Nova publikace Pamatniku Terezin ,, Terezin

v 'Konecném reSeni Zidovské otazky 1941 - 1945
New publication of the Terezin Memorial

“Terezin in the 'Final Solution of the Jewish Question” 1941 - 1945”

Co planujeme?

3.5.: Vzrcadle éasu, z akvizic Pamatniku Terezin
1993 - 2003
IV. dvur, Mala pevnost, Pamatnik Terezin

13. 5.: Vedem, dokumentarni vystava o di tském
éasopise z terezinského ghetta
Foyer Muzea ghetta, Pamatnik Terezin

16. 5.: Terezinskd tryzna
Narodni hebitov, Terezin

3. 6.: Kiril Pustovit, sochy a kresby
Peedsali kina, Mala pevnost, Pamatnik Terezin

In March 2004 another two seminars for teachers
on “How to teach the Holocaust” were held in Prague
and at the Terezin Memorial. There was enormous
interest in attending the seminars this year ultimately,
114 Czech teachers participated, while for reasons of
accommodation capacity another 70 were
disappointed. The latter will, if still interested, receive
priority in the organisation of the 2005 seminar
however.

Within the programme framework participants
were introduced to the history of Jewish settlement in
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Workshop ,, Osudy transportniho ¢isla“, pedagogicky seminar
Workshop “The fate of the transport number”, pedagogical seminar

New publications of the Terezin
Memorial

Two new publications relating to the history of
the apparatus of repression at Terezin have been on
sale at the Terezin Memorial since the beginning of
2004.

The first ,, Terezin-Places of Suffering and
Braveness” maps the fate of prisoners in the Small
Fortress both before the Second World War and then
during the period in which the Gestapo prison existed
there, from 1940 onwards. It also considers the
history of the Terezin Ghetto, established in the town
is devoted to the post - war years of Terezin, and the
concentration camp at Litomi @ce. Part of the book is
devoted to the post-war years. The book contains 26
colour and 119 black and white photographs and
reproductions, and is available in Czech, English,
German and French language editions.

» Terezin in the 'Final Solution to the Jewish
Question', 1941-1945” is a guide to the permanent
exhibition of the Ghetto Museum at Terezin. It covers
the history of the Terezin fortress itself, as well as the
road to the foundation of the Ghetto Museum in 1991.
The remainder of the book like all good guides takes
the reader around the individual parts of the
exhibition on the ground and first floors. Each section
of the exhibition is considered in a text generously
complemented by colour and black and white
photographs of the exhibits (a total of 168 on the 136
pages). The book is available in Czech, English and
German language versions.

What is planned?

3.5.: “In The Mirror of Time”, from the
acquisition of the Terezin Memorial 1993-
2003; Exhibition space at the IVth yard, The
Small Fortress, Terezin Memorial

13.5.: “Vedem” (“We Are Leading”), documentary
exhibition of the children magazine
from the Terezin Ghetto; Foyer of the Ghetto
Museum, Terezin Memorial

16. 5.: Commemoration Ceremony at the National
Cemetery at the Small Fortress;
Terezin Memorial

3. 6.: Kiril Pustovit sculptures and paintings
Foyer of the cinema, The Small Fortress,
Terezin Memorial

Kontakty - Gontacts

the Czech Lands, the beginnings of anti-Semitism,
and the psychological impact of the genocide on the
surviving descendants. A large part of the programme
was devoted to the Holocaust itself and to the place of
the Terezin Ghetto in the so-called “Final Solution to
the Jewish Question”; the programme also included
consideration of the genocide of the Roma. Attendees
participated in workshops, during which they were
able to able to find out more about the work of the
Terezin Memorial education department directly.

Adresa - Address

Pamdtnik Terezin, Narodni kulturni pamdtka
Principova alej 304, 411 55 Terezin

Mald pevnost - Small Fortress

tel.: 416-782 442, 416782131, fax: 416-782 245
Muzeum ghetta - Ghetto Museum
tel.: 416-782 576, fax: 416-782 993
Mag skd kasdrna - Mag

tel.: 416-782 949

Stiedisko setkdvani I1. - Meeting Centre I1.
tel.: 416-782 654
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Europe 1943 - 1944

Vyvoj politiky nacisti vici Zidovskému
obyvatelstvu

Po prohrané bitvi u Stalingradu bylo
nacistickému vedeni Teeti eiSe zeejmé, ze se musi
pokusit o naruseni jednoty antihitlerovské koalice.
Bylo zeejmé, Ze pravi genocida Zidu, o niz se svit
zacal stale vice zajimat, bude v mnohych jednanich
peekazkou. Proto se nacistieti vudei rozhodli lépe
a dovedni ji kryt své zlo¢iny. Nastoluji zminy ve své
strategii a €ini tyto kroky:

m 7z pdkazu Heinricha Himmlera jsou po
1. unoru 1943 =zastaveny deportace
z Terezina na Vychod a pauza trvé plnych
7 mi sicu;

m terezinské ghetto zaeina byt intenzivni
zkréaSlovano, aby mohlo pajmout delegaci
Mezinarodniho vyboru Eerven¢ho keize
(viz Zpravodaj 2/2004), popdpadi i jiné
navsti vy ze zahraniéi;

m v Osvitimi II - Beezince je planovano
vybudovat vzorovy zidovsky pracovni
tabor, ktery dosvi déi, Ze Zidé odjizdiji na
Vychod za teelem pracovniho nasazeni.
Tento tabor bylo zamysleno vyuzit pro
peedvedeni inspekci v pepadi, ze by ji
hestaeila“ navsti va v terezinském ghettu.
Mila sem byt peevezena edst vizou
z terezinského ghetta.

Bylo jen otazkou ¢asu, jak se podad tyto propagandis-
tické plany uskuteénit.

Terezinsky rodinny tabor v Osvétimi

V zad 1943 bylo z terezinského ghetta do KT
Auschwitz-Birkenau ve dvou transportech
deportovano na 5 tisic vizou. Pod ozna¢enim BIIb tu
vznikl ,,rodinny tabor” (rodiny nebyly rozdileny do
ruznych sekei tdbora podle pohlavi, jak to bylo bi zné,
ale zustaly spolu). Di ti smi ly byt v di tském bloku, kde
se s vychovateli vedenymi Fredy Hirschem vinovaly
improvizované vyuce. Jinak v taboee, ktery byl
obklopen plotem nabitym elektanou, lidé trpili
hladem, zimou, nemocemi, Spatnymi hygienickymi
podminkami. V prosinci 1943 a v kvi tnu 1944 pabylo
do tabora jesti dalsich 12 500 vi zou.

,Privilegia“ tohoto tabora byla pro éleny
osvitimského odbojového hnuti zdhadou. Brzy
odhalili, ze v dokumentech tichto vizou je zkratka
»SB“ (Sonderbehandlung = zvlastni zachazeni,
jednalo se o kryci oznaeeni pro popravu bez rozsudku)
a6 mi sicu,,karantény*.

Kdyz vyprsela doba 6 misicu, bylo vizoum ze
zadjovych transportu fale$ni oznameno, Ze pojedou
do jiného ,,pracovniho tabora“ - do Heydebrecku.
Misto toho s nimi naklai aky bez selekce vecer
8. beezna 1944 zamidly k osvitimskym plynovym
komoram, kde bylo celkem 3792 Zidu z terezinského
ghetta zavrazdino. Podle svidectvi zpivali eesti
obeané peed smrti v plynovych komorach na znameni
vzdoru ¢éeskoslovenskou hymnu, hatikvu (zidovska
hymna) a internacionalu.

Zbyli vi zni tdbora oeekavali v obavach vyprseni
své Sestimisieni ,karantény“. Poeatkem eervence
1944 se tyto obavy potvrdily. Tentokrat vSak vizni
narozdil od beezna prosli selekei, ¢ast byla poslana na
praci a asi 7 tisic jich zahynulo v plynovych komorach.
V této dobi také provedl Mengele selekce chlapcu
z ditského bloku a ¢ast z nich se diky tomu dozila
osvobozeni.

Likvidace rodinného tabora v noci z 8. na 9. 3.
1944 a v dobi mezi 10. az 12. 7. 1944 peedstavuje
nejvitsi hromadné vrazdy éeskoslovenskych obéanu
v prubi hu 2. svi tové valky.

The development of Nazi policy
towards the Jews

After the defeat at Stalingrad it was clear to the
Nazi leadership of the Third Reich that they must
attempt to break the unity of the anti-Hitler coalition.
It was also clear that the genocide of the Jews, in
which the world was becoming increasingly
interested, would be an obstacle in many negotiations.
It was for this reason that the Nazi leaders decided to
better and more adroitly hide their crimes. Changes in
strategy were tabled, and comprised the following
steps:

m at the command of Heinrich Himmler,
transports from Terezin to the East were
halted on February 1%, 1943, a pause which
was to last a full seven months.

m the intensive beautification of the Terezin
Ghetto began, in order that it might be
made ready to receive a delegation from
the International Committee of the Red
Cross (see Newsletter 2/2004), or even
other visitors from abroad.

m  at Auschwitz II-Birkenau the construction
of a model Jewish work camp was
planned, to testify that the Jews were
leaving for the East for the purpose of
finding work. It was intended that this
camp be used to present for inspection, in
the case that a visit to the Terezin Ghetto
was “insufficient”. Some of the prisoners
from the Terezin Ghetto were to be moved
here.

The realisation of the propaganda plans was only
aquestion of time.

The Terezin family camp at Auschwitz

In September 1943 some five thousand prisoners
were deported from the Terezin Ghetto to the
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp in two
transports. Under the designation BIIb, the “Terezin
Family Camp” was thus created (families not being
split into separate sections of the camp according to
gender, as was normal practice, but remaining
together). Children were accommodated in the
Children's Block, where teachers under the direction
of Fredy Hirsch provided improvised education.
Otherwise, those in the camp which was surrounded
by an electric fence suffered from hunger, cold,
illness and poor sanitary conditions. In December
1943 and May 1944 a further 12,500 prisoners were
brought to the camp.

The “privileges” of this camp were a mystery to
the members of the Auschwitz resistance movement.
They soon discovered that the documentation for
these prisoners included the abbreviation “SB”

Brana do terezinského rodinného tabora v Birkenau,
soucasné foto

The gate to the Terezin Family Camp in the Birkenau Camp,
current photo

Legenda k planku tabora v Birkenau

I - hlavni brana se strazni vézi

2 - sidlo komandantury

B IIb - terezinsky rodinny tabor

B Ile - cikansky rodinny tabor

R - tfidici rampa

KL III, IV a V - krematoria s plynovymi komorami
S - lazné a dezinfekcni stanice

Key for the plan of Birkenau camp

1 - the main gate with the guard tower

2 - the seat of the SS headquarters

B IIb - The Terezin Family Camp

B Ile - The Gypsy Family Camp

R - Sorting ramp

K I, II1, IV and V - Crematoria with the Gas chambers
S - Baths and disinfecting station

Vizoum rodinného tabora bylo ni kolik dni peed
smrti 8. beezna 1944 nakazano napsat svym blizkym
v terezinském ghettu postdatované korespondenéni
listky z ,pracovniho tdbora u Nové Beruni*
(,,Arbeitslager bei Neu Berun®). Terezinsti vizni tak
ziskali peed navitivou MVEK dojem, Ze jejich
pdbuznina vychodi jsou v poeddku, na zivu.

Na dopisnicich museli vi zni uvést datum 25. 3. 1944
apoprosit o potravinové bali¢ky.

Byli tu pi'ed nami....

Fredy Hirsch
(1916 Gachy - 1944 Osvétim)

Od mladi byl ¢inny jako vedouci v ni meckém
zidovském skautském hnuti. Jeho snem bylo
vystihovat se do Palestiny. V roce 1935 emigroval
jako eada dalsich nimeckych Zidu do Prahy.
Pokrac¢oval zde v praci s mladezi, do roku 1940
organizoval mj. skautské letni tabory. Hirschovo
jméno je spojeno také s hastim Hagibor v Praze-
Strasnicich, které se stalo v protektoratu jednim z mala
mist, kam mohly zidovské diti chodit sportovat. Do

(Sonderbehandlung or “special treatment”, a
euphemism for execution without trial) and
instructions for 6 month “quarantine”.

At the end of six months, the prisoners from the
September transports were falsely informed that they
would be moving to another “work camp” to
Heydebreck. Instead, without selection, they were
taken by truck on the evening of March 8", 1944, to
the gas chambers at Auschwitz, where 3,792 Jews
from the Terezin Ghetto were murdered. According to
witnesses, prior to their deaths in the chambers these
Czechoslovak citizens sang, in a show of defiance,
the Czechoslovak national anthem, the hatikva (a
Jewish hymn) and the International.

The remaining prisoners in the camp awaited
the end of their six-month “quarantine” in dread. At
the beginning of July 1944 their fears were realised.
This time, in contrast to the situation in March, there
was a selection: some were sent to work, and around
7,000 died in the gas chambers. It was at this time that
Dr. Mengele selected boys (twins) from the
Children's Block, some of whom survived until the
Liberation as aresult.

The liquidation of the family camp on the night
of March 8"-9" and between July 10" and 127, 1944,
was the greatest mass murder of Czechoslovak
citizens during the Second World War.

Postcard from the Terezin family camp
to the Terezin Ghetto

Several days before their deaths on March 8",
1944, prisoners of the family camp were instructed to
write to a post-dated card to their kin in the Terezin
Ghetto from the Arbeitsiager bei Neu Berun (“work
camp at Neu Berun”). Before the visit by the ICRC,
the prisoners at Terezin thus received the impression
that their relatives in the east were well and alive.

The prisoners were required to write the date March
25" 1944 on the letters, and to ask for food parcels.
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cho tabora, datum

Dopisnice Hany Faltinové z 1
dopisnice: 25. 3. 1944. V té dobé byla jiz déle nez dva tydny
mrtva

The Hana Faltin's postcard from the family camp, the date
of the postcard: 25/3/1944. At that time was Hana already
for more than two weeks dead

They were here before us...

Fredy Hirsch
(b. Aachen, 1916 - d. Auschwitz, 1944)

Active from his youth as a leader in the German
Jewish Scouts movement, his dream was to move to
Palestine. In 1935, in common withmany other
German Jews, he emigrated to Prague, where he
continued to work with young people and, amongst
other things, organised Scout summer camps until
1940. Hirsch's name is also linked to the Hagibor
playing field at Prague-Strasnice, which during the
Protectorate was one of the few places where Jewish
children could participate in sports. Fredy Hirsch was
brought to the Terezin Ghetto with the so-called
Aufbaukommando IT on December 4", 1941. He was

terezinského ghetta pejel Fredy Hirsch s tzv.
Aufbaukommandem II. - 4. 12. 1941. Byl mezi ti mi,
kted mili za ukol organizaci zivota ve vznikajicim
ghettu. Fredy se stal elenem oddi leni péee o mladez,
které se zasazovalo o lepsi zivotni situaci di ti v ghettu,
zajistilo pro ni kulturni a ilegalni vyukové programy.
Hirschovi se povedlo do jisté miry ziskat pro svuj
nimecky puvod a sebejisté vystupovani respekt i u
nikterych paslusniku SS a to mu pak pomahalo ve
vyazovani zalezitosti tykajicich se di ti.

I pees své postaveni byl v zad 1943 za trest zaeazen
do pi titisicového transportu z Terezina do rodinného
tabora v Osvitimi-Birkenau. Vzdal se tu vyhodné
pozice lagerkapa a stal se vedoucim di tského bloku .
31. V osvitimském pekle zde mily diti pajatelnijsi
podminky k zivotu. Misto paland se v ni m nachazely
stolieky, sti ny byly vymalovany. Di ti na bloku travily
vitSinu dne a na vecer se vracely ke svym rodi¢um.
Podle viku byly rozdi leny do skupinek, probihalo tu
tajné improvizované vyuéovani a ruzné programy.
Fredy jim obstaraval i dalsi potravu. Jeho zasluhou zde
také zadné diti az do beeznové likvidace transportu
nezemeelo na podvyzivu. I v bloku probihaly apely,
byly vSak jen kratké a di ti byly uSeteeny surovosti. Na
peelomu roku 1943/1944 diti nacvicily a také
peedvedly peedstaveni Sni hurka a sedm trpasliku, na
které se dostaviliipaslusnici SS.

Kdyz se koncem unora 1944 blizil konec
Sestimi si¢éni karantény zaejového transportu, byl
Hirsch kontaktovan taborovym hnutim odporu.
Snazili se jej ziskat jakozto vudce papravovaného
povstani. Tak se Fredy Hirsch dozvidil o chystaném
konci zadjového transportu. Rano 8. beezna se
peedavkoval pozitim vitsiho mnozstvi uklidoujicich
leku. Umira peed tim, nez je s ostatnimi ze zadjovych
transporti  zplynovan v osvitimskych plynovych
komorach.

Jiki Steiner
(1929 - 2002)

Narodil se jako dvojée a v situaci, do niz se jako
zidovsky chlapec dostal, mu tato skuteénost
zachranila zivot.

Do Terezina byla rodina Steinerovych
deportovana z Prahy transportem Ck v prosinci 1942.
Jidmu i bratru Zdeokovi bylo 13 a pul let. Pouhych
osm misicu trvalo jejich Zivoeeni v ghettu. 6. zad
1943 byla cela rodina v transportu DI, ktery jako prvni
odjizdil z Terezina do tzv. rodinného tabora
v Osvi timi II-Beezince. Zde si dr. J. Mengele vybral
Jigho i Zdeoka ke svym pokusum. Provadil na nich
antropologickd mieeni, odbiry a rozbory krve,
rentgeny a ¢asto je proto odvazel do své ordinace.
Kdyz se pablizil den likvidace vizou pavezenych do
rodinné¢ho tdbora z Terezina v zad 1943, bylo
vyelenino jen nikolik desitek osob, které nadale
zustaly v tdboge. Mezi nimi i dvojéata Steinerovy. Do
plynovych komor 8. beezna 1944 chlapci neodesli,
neboe pokusy s nimi nemi | Mengele ukonéené.

Oba chlapci peezili Osvitim a dockali se zde
osvobozeni.

Fotografie osvobozené skupinky osvétimskych véziui.
Uprostred Jifi Steiner

Photo of the liberated group of Auschwitz prisoners.
In the middle Jiri Steiner

among those charged with organising life in the still-

nascent Ghetto. Fredy became a member of the
department for the care of the young, where he
attempted to improve the situation of the children in
the Ghetto, arranged cultural and illegal educational
programmes. Hirsch was to some extent able to obtain
a certain degree of respect for his German origins and
self-confident air even from some members of the SS,
and this helped him in arranging events relating to
children.

Despite his status, however, in September 1943
he was punished by inclusion in the transport of 5,000
persons from Terezin to the family camp at
Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Here he relinquished the
advantageous position of
lagerkapo (‘camp kapo',
i.e. senior kapo), and
became head of
Children's Block 31. In
the hell of Auschwitz,
here at least children had
slightly better conditions
in which to live there
were seats in place of
plank beds, and the walls
were painted. Children
spent most of the day in
the block, and returned to
their parents in the evening; they were divided into
groups by age, and secret, improvised teaching and
various programmes took place here. Fredy also
managed to arrange extra food, and it is to his credit
that none of the children died from malnutrition before
the March liquidation of the transport as a whole. Roll
calls also took place in the block, but these were short
and the children were spared from brutality. At the end
of 1943 the children rehearsed and performed a
presentation of Snow White and the Seven Dwarves,
attended even by some members of the SS.

When at the end of February 1944 the end of the
six-month quarantine was drawing nigh, Hirsch was
contacted by the camp resistance; they attempted to
recruit him as a leader of the prepared uprising. Fredy
Hirsch therefore knew of the planned end of the
September transport. On the morning of March 8" he
took a fatal overdose of sleeping pills, dying before
those others of the September transport gassed in the
chambers at Auschwitz.

Fredy Hirsch

o -

Jiri Steiner
(b.1929 - d. 2002)

Born a twin, this fact saved his life in the
situation into which, as a Jewish boy, he was thrust.

The Steiner family was deported to Terezin on
transport signed Ck in December 1942; Jid and his
brother Zdenik were 13 and a half years old. Their
miserable existence in the Ghetto lasted just eight
months, and on September 6", 1943, the whole family
was included in transport signed DI, the first to leave
Terezin for the so-called family camp at Auschwitz I1-
Birkenau. Here, Dr. J. Mengele selected Jie and
Zdenik for his experiments. He conducted
anthropological measurements, took and analysed
their blood, and X-rayed them, and they were thus
taken to his surgery often. When the day approached
for the liquidation of prisoners brought to the family
camp from Terezin in September 1943, a few dozen
individuals only were grouped together to remain in
the camp thereafter including the Steiner twins. The
boys did not go to the gas chambers on March 8", 1944
because Mengele's experiments with them were not
complete.

Both of the twins survived Auschwitz, and
lived to see Liberation.
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