KT Litoméfice - poboény tabor

Koncentraéniho tdbora ve Flossenbiirgu

MMezi nacisticke koncentracni tabory s nejhorsinu
podminkamik pieziti patiil1 Flossenbirg, Byl zaloZen
v roce 1933 u némecke obce Floss, pouhych 7 lan od
nasi soucasne zapadni hranice. Podobné jalzo ostatni
nacistickarepresivii zatizeni zZizoval KT Flossenbirg
desitky pobocek v mistech, kde se mohla uplatnit
vézeriska pracovni sila. Jednim z takovych mist se
staly Litomeéfice, kde se od rcku 1944 realizoval
stavebni projelt Richard I a Richard IT Organizace 33
byla povéfena plemisténim valecné vyroby do
byvaléhovapencoveho dolu pobliz hory Radobyl, aby
1 ochranila pied piipadnymi nalety spojencd. Po
upravach v podzemi, jez dozorovala a fidila berlinska
MMineraldl Baugesellschaft, zde mohla polkracovat fa
Auto Union vevyrobé tankovych motord anahradnich
dild. Koncern Osram zde plipravoval vyrobu
wolframovych a molybdenovych vlaken, aviak ta
nebylanakonecrealizovana.

Pracovni sily byly dodavany z nedalekeho, pravé
vybudovaného lkoncentracniho tabora. Veézu byl
zameéstnavan jednak pi1vystavbé a zafizovani tabora,
jednalk na pracich v podzemi, kde haly a chodby
rozifovall Velkou mérou byl pridélovam mnocha
specializovanym dodavatelskym fuwmam, jez se na
projektu Richard podilely Zvladtni komando vézid
pak bylo od hstopadu 1944 nasazeno ve valecne
vyrobe,

Litoméfickym koncentracnim taborem proslo na
13 000 véznl Z lmenového tabora Flossenbirg
piijelo & transportd, dale sem byli dopraven: vézm
z KT Dachau, Gross-Rosen, Osvétim 1 odjinud. Byl
vybiran pouze praceschopni muzi v produktivnim
vélu, Pocet zemfelych émil temeér 4,5 tisice za jeden
rok trvani tohoto kencentraéniho tabora, coZ svédéi
o nebyvale krutych pomérech, v jakych se zde vézm
nachazelr.

a subsidiary camp of Flossenbiirg

The conditions for swvival at Flossenbiirg were
among the worst at any of the Nazi concentration
camps. Built m 1933 near the town of Floss, it stood a
mere 7km from the present border with the Czech
Republic Aswas alsothe casewith other comp cnents
of the Naz1 apparatus of repression, Flossenbirg had
dozens of sub-camps at locations where a work-force
of prisoners could be employed. One of these sites
was at Litoméfice (Leitmeritz), where the Richard T
and Richard IT
construction
projects got
underway 1n
1944 the 38
organisation
had been
entrusted with
shifting
wartime
production
into the
former
limestone
quarry close
to Radobyl
hill, in order
to protect it 5
from pOSSib le Stranka z transportniho sezmamu prowich vezii
R e Euvezenychk ucdovam FT+ Litoméficich.

age from the transport list of the first prisoners
slupped in to build the Litoméfice camp
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bombing.
After the conpletion of preparations underground,
which were overseen and directed by the Berlin
MMineralol Baugesellschaft, it was possible for Auto
Union to produce tank motors and spare parts here
The Osram concern was set to manufacture tungsten

and molybdenum fibres here, as

Pahled na prostor bjvalého
View of the site of the former concentration camp at Litomiice (present state)

Dne 23. biezna 1944 dorazilo do terezinske IMale
pevnosti pracovni komando Gitajici 500 vézid Piijeli
z KT Dachau a jejch ukolem bylo zapocit s realizaci
projeltu Richard WV té dobé koncentracni tabor
v Litoméficich jeité neemistoval, a tak byla cela
skupina docasnéubytovana v policeinivéznici gestapa
v Male pevnost: v Tereziné Zde pro mt byl uvolnén
Zensley vézelisky dvir

Spolu s vézmi piijela 1 strazni jednotka 33, ktera
prisné dbala na naprostou 1zolovanost cele skupiny
Wiichmi piichozi byl az zde vzati do evidence KT
Flossenbirg. Podle dochovaneho seznamu bylo mezi
nimi nejvice Slovined, Itald a Rush, v menii mife se
zde nachdzeli Rekové, Poldci, Francouzi a Némei
Jejich vék se pohiyboval mezi 16 az 62 lety a podle
profesi jen nékolik jedined bylo zplsobilych pro
heorniclke ¢ narocne stavebni prace. Zpocatlu chodili
tito vézni z Terezina do Litomeéfic pésky (trasa meéfila
7 lam), pozdéj néltere pracovni skupmy na stavbu
dovazeli Jejich pracovni doba s hodmovou poledni
prestavkoutrvala 12 hodin

W cervnu 1944 bylo | komando Strafatych® (tak je
nazyvali terezinsti vézni podle pruhovaneho oblecent)
premisténo z Male pevnosti do zfizeného KT
v Litoméficich. Ten se nachazel v kasarenskych

koncentraéniho tébora v Litoméficich (soulasmy stav) ©

well, but this amm ultumately
remained unrealised.
The workforce was drawn
from the nearby, newly built
concentration camp. Prisoners
were enployed both in the
construction and outfithng of
the camp and in work

Strézni v koncentradniho tibora v Litomficich (zibér z roku 1945)
Guard tower at the Litom#fice (taken in 1945)
underground, where production halls and comiders
were created. To a great extent they were shared out
among the many specialist contractors who
contributed to the Richard projects A special
commando of prisoners was then set to work n
manufacturmg items for the war effort from
November 1944 cnwards.
Some 18,000 prisoners passed through the
Litoméfice concentration camp. Eight transports
came from the parent camp at Flossenbiwrg, while
prisoners were also brought in from the concentration
camps at Dachau, Gross-Rosen, Auschwitz and
elsewhere. Only men fit for work and of productive
agewere selected Thenumber of dead inthe oneyear
over which the concentration camp was m service was
almost four and a half thousand, a testament to the
unusually cruel conditions faced by the prisoners
here.
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objektech byvale ¢s. armady, veleynost znantych jalko
kasama pod Radobylem Poméry v tomto tabofe se
ukazaly byt daleko horsi, nez jake tito vézni poznali
v Dachaunebov Terezing

y Hlavmi vehod do byvale podzemm

\ | tovammy (soudasny stav)

' The main entrance to the former
undergiound factory (e sent state)

WV cele tabora stal Lagerfilhrer, ty velitel Postupné
zastavalo tuto funkei 5 prislusnied 83 Schreiber, Otto
voen Berg, Volkner, Heilmg a Beno Brickner
Zpravidla do taboroveho Zivota prilis nezasahovall.
Kazdy z nich vykonaval svon finker kratkou dobu,
kazdy z nich se néjakym zpfisobem zapsal do historie
tabora. Prvnim byl Schreiber, ktery derazil do tabora
s prvnim transportem, avsalk zahy byl odvolan pro
Lméklzost* vacivézmim Za phsobent druhéhovelitele
Berga doilo k prvnim Utéldim a popravam Veleni
Volknera piineslo vézidm trochu lepd ubytovani
a stravovani. MNaopak jeho nastupce Heiling byl
povazovan za jednoho znejbrutalnéisich. Podobné byl
hodnocen 1 jeho nastupce Brickner, ktery je zodpo-
védny1zaroziienityfove epidemieke kencivally

Primy vliv na déni v tabofe mél Schutzhaftlager-
filhrer, zastupce velitele. V teto funke1 se v Litomeéfi-
cich vystiidali th muzr Will Czibulka, Eurt Paniclke
a Karl Opitz. Vsichni byli charakterizovani jako velmi
kruti, tyrali vézné, bez védomi nadrizenych nafizovali
provadéttélesne tresty

Svoniroli sehirali ve vedeni tabora 1 kapove, ktefd
zde pliscbili Prvni dorazili do Litomé&Fic transportem
z Dachau Vétsmou se jednalo o nepoliticke vézné.
Kapove sméli nosit delsi vlasy, chodili v cwilnich
satech s lampasy na kalhotach a na rukavech meél
pasku s piislusnym oznacenim Naplni jejch prace
bylo délat vykazy pro taborovou komandanturu, vest
evidenci véznll, zaznany o pracovnim nasazeni,
prehledy o Gnutnost: apod Meélktefi z nich se podileli
na brutalnich zasazich vii¢i véziim a spolu s taboro-
voupolici seucastnilipoprav.

Taborova policie byla tvofena 10 - 15 vézni, ktefi
nosili drevéne obusky a gumove hadice.

V tabofe plisobila talké strazni jednotka 33, kterou
v Litoméficich tvorilo téméf 300 muzli Kromé
ostraly tabora bylo jejimukolem doprovazet komanda
na pracoviité, zabratiovat Utéktm a nutit vézneé k co
nejvysiimpracovnimvykonim.

Poméry v tabore

WV litomeéfickem tabofe byli vézni unustovam do
staji, skladd a jizdarny V lepich objeltech kasaren
byla ubytovana komandantura a strazni jednotka. Na
podzim roku 1944 zacal byt tabor rozSiovan stavbou
bloki.  Ubikace byly primitivné vybavené a vézni
v nich velmi trpélt chladem Chranili se proti nému
tim, Ze s1 omotavali papirove pytle od cementu kolem
tela. Mnoho jich nedostalo am slamnicy, an deloy
Spalt 1 pracovali ve svych jedmych oblecich, jako
obuv jimvetsimou slouzily dievaly

adob najidloalzicbylotalzé malo, stejnétak jako
vodovodnich kohoutld a latrin. Z téchto divodd bylo
prostiedi v ubikacich den ode dne nesnesitelngsi
a viechny byly brzy zamofeny Spinou, vykaly
amnozstv im hmyzu. Od podzimu 1944 se Sifily mezi
vézmi rizneé infeként nemoci a epidemie a zvysovala se
1imrtnost.

The first commando for the construction
of the Richard underground factory

On March 23%, 1944 a work commando of 500
priscners arrived at the Small Fortress in Terezin
They had come from the Dachau concentration camp,
and therr task was to begm the realisation of the
Richard project. At this tume the Litomerice
concentration camp did not yet exst, and the whole
group was therefore temporanly accommodated 1n
the Gestapo police prison, where the courtyard for
women prisoners wasmade available forthem.

The prisoners were accompanied by an 88 guard
unit, which strictly enforced the virtually complete
1solation of the whole group. All of the new arnvals
were written into the files of the Flossenbtrg camp
only after reaching here According to the swvwing
records, they were mainly Slovenes, Italians and
Fussians, with smaller numbers of Greels, Poles,
French and Germans. Theirages ranged from 16 to 62
years, and from their given professions it would seem
that few were well sutted to mmmg cor heavy
construction work. Irutially these prisoners walked
from Terezin to Litomeéfice (a joumey of Tk, but
later some work parties were driven there They
worked for 12 howrs with a one hour break in the
muddle ofthe day.

In June 1944, the "striped commando" (as it was
termed by the other prisoners at Terezin, from the
appearance of the fatigues) was moved from the
Small Fortress to the concentration camp established
at Litoméfice, this was located in the former
Czechosloval Ay barrack buildings known to the
public as the Radobyl Barraclks. The conditions in this
camp were far worse than the prisoners had
encounteredat either Dachau or Terezin,

WV takto upravenfch pod fch p fch probihala od listopadu 1944
souésti motord
sm November 1944 onwards motor parts were manufactared in

rground spaces thus prep
Camp administration

The head of the camp was the Lagerfitihver, 1.e.
camp commander or conunandant. This post was
filled over the hifetime of the camp by 5 members of
the 33: Schreiber, Otto von Berg, Voélkner, Heiling
and Beno Bruckner As a rule, they did not greatly
interfere m camp hfe Each served for only a short
time, but each wrote themselves mtothe history ofthe
camp in some way. The first was Schreiber, who
arrived with the first transport, but who was soon
removed for being "too soft" on the prisoners. The
first escapes and executions took place under the
second camp commander, von Berg Volkmer's
command brought the prisoners slightly better
accommodation and food. His successor, Heilmg, was
by contrast regarded as one of the most brutal The
last, Brickner, had a similar reputation, and was
responsible for the spread of the typhus epidemic at
the end ofthe war.

The deputy commander, the Scinizhafiiager-
fithrer, had a more direct influence on camp affans. At
Litomeétice this post was occupted m turn by three
men: Willi Czibullkea, Kt Panicke and Karl Opitz A1
were characterised as bemg very cruel, abusing the
prisoners, and msttuting corporal punishment
without the knowledge oftheir superiors.

The capos also played a role in managing the

Strava byla nedostatecna, pridély se neustale
zmensovaly. Skladala se vétSmou z nahrazlzove kavy,
vodove polevky a kousku chleba. Jidlo vydaval
kapove a jen na nich zaleZelo, jak spravedlivé ho
rozdéll Veézm se pokouseli krast potravmy ze skladu.
Ti, ktefi pracovall venku, jedli travu, kofinky,
hlemyzdé, dekoncei uhlia sbirali odpadley uluchyne.
MnozZici se nemocnost a tnutnost s1 postupem
casu vynutily ziizeni ambulance a pozdéji 1 taborove
nemocnice Vzhledem k charalkteru prace vézi zde
dochazelo 1 k Gastym urazim Zpodatlu tvofil
krankenrevir jeden pokey a vézen chodil s brasnou
prvni pomoct (krepovy papir, jodova tinkbira a
zyociiné uhl) po pracovistich a ofetfoval rizna
zranéni. Revir se postupné zvétsoval a ke kencivalky
zabiral j1Z cely blok Lekaii-véziove se snazili délat
pro sve nemocne spoluvémé mazimum. V téchto
nepfiznivych podminkach provadéli rizné
chirurgicke zalkroky, dokonce amputace rozdreemych
rukou nebo nohou. K tomu jum slouzily pilka, dlato,
obycene nité a papir, ktery nahrazoval obvazy.
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Dodavkove karty pro vyrobu tantowych motord HL 230
Supply carts for the manufacture of HL 230 tank motors

... Byli tu pied ndmi... ze vzpominek vézii
Bietislav Lukes

Narodil se 30. 4. 191 5v Radimi. V KT Litoméfice
uvezngn od fijna 1944 do kvétna 194 5. Zatcen byl na
Jafe 1944 v praZske Avii. Nejprve byl véznén v
policeini véznici gestapa v Malé pevnosti, poté
transportoven do Flossenbiirgi ana podzim se dostal
do KT Litoméfice.

“Byl jsem zafazen do elektrikaiske dilny a pit
tomto zameéstnani jsemmeél moznost pehybu po celem
nasem pracoviiti V dobé meho pfichodu na Richard
nas bylov dilné as1 30, za mésic jiZ jen 20, na Vanoce
12 Jako elektrikal jsem mél mozZnost pohybu po
stolach, vymeéfioval jsem Zarovlky Prostrednictvim
civilnich délnfld jsem posilal domd dopisy. ©

. Kdpy bylivefmonzeleni a cemi, vesmés Nemet,
také Rakusane...”

LPr1 praci na Richardu bylnedostatek pitne vody
WVémiove s1j1nosili z tabora v kenvich, bylo jimalo a
lide pak casto pili vodu, ktera stékala ze stén chodeb
(vapencova)..”
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camp in which they worked The first came to
Litomeéfice by transport from Dachau. Most of them
were non-political prisoners. Capos could wear their
harr long, wore civilian clothes with trouser stripes,
and had a band on their sleeves with the appropriate
insignia. Part oftheir job wasto prepare reports forthe
camp commandant's office, including prisoner
record-keepmng, notes onwork placements, surveys of
death rates etc. Some of them participated m brutal
attacks on prisoners, and along with the camp police
participated in executions.

The camp police comprised 10-15 prisoners, who
carried wooden truncheons and rubberhoses.

A guard unit of the 33 was also present n the
camp, and at Litomeéfice this comprised almost 300
men. In addition to guarding the camp itself, it was
their job to escort work conmmandos to the site, to
prevent escapes, and to compel prisoners to work to
theirmaxmumability.

At the Litoméfice camp pnsoners were housed in
stables, storercoms and the riding school. The better
quality barrack buildings were for the commandant's
office and the guard vmits In the autumn of 1944 the
camp began to be expanded by the building of
blockhouses. The accommodation was pnmitive, and
the prisoners suffered greatly from the cold They
attempted to protect them selves by wrapping the paper
sacks used for cement around themselves IMany of
them received neither straw mattresses nor blankets.
They slept and worlzed 1n their only clothes, and most
had only wooden footwear.

There were also few pieces of crockery or spoons
for food, and few taps or latrines. For these reasons the
accommodation areas grew less tolerable with every
day, and soon all of them were contaminated with filth,
excrement and large numbers of insects. From the
autumn of 1944 cnwards nfectious diseases spread
among the prisoners, and epidemics rased the death
rate.

Food was insufficient, and the portions shrank
continually. Sustenance was made up mainly of ersatz
coffee, watery soup and pieces of bread Food was
distributed by the capos, and it was entirely up to them
whether itwas apportionedfairly er not The prisoners
attempted to steal food from the stores Those who
worlked cutside ate grass, roots, snals and even coal,
and scavenged thekitchenwaste,

The increasing illness and death rates among the
prisoners over imenecessitatedthe establishment of a
clinic, and later a camp hospital Given the nature of
their work the prisoners often suffered inunes
Initially the krankenrevir comprised a single room, and
aprisoner had a first ad bag (crepe paper, tincture of
todine and charcoal) for the workplace, and treated
vartousinjuries The area gradually grew an datthe end
of the war occupted a whole block The pnsoner-
doctors did their utmost for their fell ow prisoners who
were 11l In these wmauspicious surroundings vanous
surgical interventions were made, including even the
amputation of crushed hands or legs. To these ends
saws, chisels, common thread and paper - to replace
bandages-wereused.

«.. They were before us... prisoner recollections
Bretislav Lukes

Born on April 30", 1915 at Radim. Imprisoned at
the Litoméfice concentration camp from Cctober 1944
to Mav 1945, Having been taken into custody in the
spring af 1044 at the Avia plantin Prague, he was first
held at the Gestapo police prison in the Small Fortress,
was fransported to Flossenbiirg and in the autumn
arrived at the Litoméfice camp.




